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BYZANTINE TRADE AND TRADE ROUTES
ALONG THE NORTH TYRRHENIAN COASTS

(the 5™-8THcenturies AD)

This article concerns Byzantine trade and the trade routes along the Tuscan coasts from the 5hto the 8thcentury AD. The remarkable
quantity of Eastern Mediterranean pottery, amphorae and coins found along the Tuscan coast shows that this region was fully integrated in
Byzantine trade routes.

The main Tuscan Harbours - Luna, Portus Pisanus (the harbour of Pisae), and Vada Volaterrana (the harbour of Volaterrae) seem to have
played an important role in the Byzantine political and economic strategies, especially during the Graeco-Gothic war (AD 535-553) and during
the Lombard invasion of the region.

Independent trade and the Byzantine military annona-trade continued to be intertwined in the North Tyrrhenian sea-routes until the
middle of the 7thcentury. After the conquest of Liguria by the King Rotari (AD 643), the Tuscan harbours were no longer involved in Byzantine
military plans, but they continued to be touched by Eastern commercial trade during the early medieval period.
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The region ofTuscany, rich in agricultural resources and raw materials (ores, clay, wood and timber), was part of
the Augustan regio VIl Etruria [33]. In Diocletian's provincial system, it was included in the Tuscia et Umbriaand in
the 6thcentury it belonged mostly to the Tuscia et Umbria annonaria administrative district [47, p. 336-339].

The main North Tuscan harbours Luna, Portus Pisanus (the harbour of Pisae) and Vada Volaterrana (the harbour
of Volaterrae), located along the north-western trade route towards Gallia (Fig. 1), played an important role in the
Byzantine political and economic strategies, especially during the Gothic-Byzantine war (AD 535-553) and in the
last decades of the 6thcentury, when the region was progressively occupied by the conquering Lombards.

This strategic role in the Mediterranean trade of Late Antiquity is documented by the long-distance imports
found in these areas, especially at Luna and Vada Volaterrana [15; 21; 32]. As is well known, since the late 4th
century the axis of trade between Carthage and Constantinople and the trade routes reaching Rome from
Carthage, Alexandria and Constantinople were the main trade routes [28; 44; 45]. Besides these, annona trade
and independent trade took place in the Western Mediterranean, both along a northern sea-route towards Gallia,
and a southern one towards Gibraltar and the Iberian Peninsula [38; 40].

African and Eastern-Mediterranean goods are therefore well documented in coastal Tuscany, especially in the
late 5th- early 6th centuries AD, as regional production and trade was consistent during the transitional phase
ranging from the last decades of the Roman Empire to the Reign ofTheodoricus (AD 450-526) [25]. African lamps,
terra sigillata ware and amphorae constitute the bulk of the imports in the North Tuscan markets, but Eastern
amphorae are documented as well. Late Roman lamphorae (LRA 1), whose many workshops have been identified
in Cilicia, Pieria, Cyprus and Rhodes, can be considered the symbol of the booming Eastern economy and the most
prominent evidence of Byzantine trade in the Mediterranean region and beyond. The distribution of LRA 1in the
Western markets started in the decades around the middle of the 5thcentury AD [38]: these and the other Eastern
amphorae (LRA2,3,4,5/6) are attested in aTuscan context dating from the second half of the Sthcentury [26].

Afterwards, like most of Italy, Tuscany was touched by the Graeco-Gothic war (AD 535-553); during the military
operations Luna,Pisae and Volaterrae adopted a neutral position and in AD 553 they surrendered to General Narses
who was already prevailing over Goths in central Italy (Agath. I, 11).The war, causing destruction and famine in
both inner and coastal Tuscany (Procop. Il, 20; Procop. Ill, 5; 1lI, 6; 1V, 29; IV, 33; IV, 34), was achronological boundary:
the Late-Roman social-economical system still surviving in the region failed in these decades. Consequently, the
differences become evident between innerTuscany, by then almost isolated from Mediterranean trade and coastal
Tuscany, with its harbours established along the main trade routes.

The Mediterranean assemblages documented in theTuscan harbours include Eastern amphorae, Byzantine
coins, African amphorae (Keay 26, 35 and 62), the late variant of Red Slip Ware, South-Italian amphorae (Keay
52), Late Roman Eastern C Ware and Pantellerian cooking ware (Fig. 2-4) [16; 17; 18; 19; 32; 39]. The same
assemblages are documented in urban and extra urban coastal sites in France and Spain and in the Late
Roman shipwrecks excavated in these areas [bibliography in 22, p. 770; 34].The massive export of goods from
Byzantine Africa [4] gives evidence of Carthage as a political and economic juncture between the Eastern and
Western Mediterranean regions.
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In Tuscany, the local distribution of these long-distance goods appears to have been limited only to the urban
markets and to the main villae still surviving along the coasts. The upper class, mainly formed by army officers,
town councillors, bishops and priests, was the market for these imports and other luxury items including Byzantine
eardrops, silver cups and dishes found in the studied area [2; 8; 9; 33].

As is well known, the coastal part of Tuscany was conquered by the Lombards in the late 6thcentury, and
changed into a dukedom with Luca as the capital [1; 10]. In AD 574-576, Grimarit dux of Luca conquered the
coastal area up to Populonia [20], but most probably Volaterrae held out against the attacks until the beginning
of the 7thcentury [6].

At the same time, Pisae was self-governing and interacted with both the Byzantines and the Lombards, as
documented by an epistula of Pope Gregorius Magnus dated AD 603 (Gregorius Magnus, Epistula, 13, 26). The
town most probably was still Byzantine, but had offered its warships-dromons [dromoni) to the Lombards for a sea
expedition, perhaps towards Sardinia, and this event challenged the truce in progress between the Lombards and
the Byzantines [46]. Luna continued to be Byzantine, included in the provinciaMaritimaltalorum, corresponding
to modern coastal Liguria.

Most probably in the 6thcentury and even later, the Byzantines continued to control the Tuscan coast: A
continuous fortified frontier could not be held, but by occupying high sites in strategic position and establishing
a kastra/castella system, the Byzantines could control the connections between the coast and the hinterland, that
is, the main Tuscan import-export activities. Besides archaeological data, the toponomy documents the Imperial
presence in early Medieval Tuscany: e.g. the place-names Castiglioncello (from Castellum - Castellio, one(m) - a
typical outcome in Byzantine Italy) and Calafuria (from the Greek word frourion = fort) are present along the coast
between Portus Pisanus and Vada Volaterrana [35]. The Byzantines were interested in controlling the district to
manage the rich local resources; wood, timber, ores and wrought metals, salt, alum and slaves [12].

Mediterranean imports dated to the first half of the 7th century have been found in the Vada Volaterrana
harbour area: African Red Slip bowls (Hayes 107, Hayes 104, nr. 22), plates (Hayes 90 and Hayes 106) and African
amphora (Keay 62, LRA 2, LRA 5/6). The pottery assemblages found in Lunae are evidence of the same commercial
trends [17; 19; 40]. Moreover, coins from the Constantinople mint were documented not only at Byzantine Luna
[3; 36], but also at Vada Volaterrana [14; 27].

Itisworth stressing that in the late 6th- middle 7thcentury AD ornamental goods (especially eardrops and fibulas
found in funerary assemblages) are still documented in Tuscany. These are partly of Eastern manufacture, and
partly manufactured in the local workshops producing bronze and silver jewels according to the Mediterranean
technology and design [11, p. 183].

The same situation occurred in the local coarse pottery workshops, which continued to imitate the African Red
Slip vessels up to the beginning of the 7thcentury [24]. Evidently, in the late 6th- early 7thcentury AD, the Tuscan
coastal district kept a constant economic and commercial facies, in spite of the political and military changes.

This common Mediterranean facies shows that the main Tuscan harbours continued to belong to Provincia
Maritima and that Pisae and Vada Volaterrana, together with Luna, were still important consumption and
redistribution centres in the Byzantine trade system, mainly aimed to supply Rome, the Papal court, and the
military forces along the frontiers of the Empire [23; 28; 29; 31, 43; 48]. Luna, Pisae and Vada Volaterrana were not
mentioned in the late itineraria, as the Tabula Peutingeriana (IV, 2) and the RavennatisAnonymi Cosmographia (V, 2)
the author of which, an anonymous cleric, most probably used Byzantine official documents.

The Mediterranean pottery and amphorae found at Castrum Perti, a Byzantine fort located along the western
Ligurian defensive system [22], give evidence of the Imperial annona militaris trade mechanisms. It is certain that
the Byzantines could keep their political control over Italy longer by ruling the main Tuscan and Ligurian harbours
and the road-system going inwards.

Byzantine onnono-trade and independent trade, both run by transmarini negotiators, continued to be
intertwined in the Tyrrhenian sea-routes up to the middle of the 7thcentury [23]. Most probably, Italian, Eastern
and Jewish [37; 38] merchants were involved in this trade: their social and economical status was very different,
ranging from the important negotiators to the local merchants engaged in casting trade.

Maritime and overland peregrinations of many Saints (and of their relics) are documented in the Western
Mediterranean harbours, along the main trade-routes. Evidently, together with the political and economic
relationships, cultural and religious exchanges also took place in the Mediterranean Sea. For example, since the
late 4thcentury, an African Monastic Community was active in the Tuscan Archipelago, at Capraia Island (Oros. VII,
36,5; cfr. anche Rutil. Nam 1,440 ss) [13]. These monks were in touch with Saint Augustine (Aug., Ep. 48, dated AD
398) and played an important role in Tuscan religious life [7].

The religious interactions along the Tyrrhenian sea-routes are well documented by the SaintJulia passio (the 7th
century AD): she was a Christian girl living in Carthage, raped by Barbarians and martyred at Capo Corso in Corsica.
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Her corpse was put on a ship and taken in by Capraia Monks who buried it at Gorgona (another island of the
Tuscan Archipelago). The SaintJulia cult spread over coastal Tuscany and in AD 763, the Lombard King Desiderius
brought her relics to Brescia, to the Saint Salvatore church [6].

TheWestern Mediterranean sea-routesaredocumented in theSaintTorpetepass/o, dated to the6th 7 thcenturies
AD [7].The corpse of this martyr travelled from Pisa to the Gallic coasts (SaintTropez) down to the Southern Iberian
Peninsula. Saint Anastasia’s story also gives evidence of the Eastern-Western religious connections: she was born
in Sirmio (llliria) and martyred there. Her relics were brought to Constantinople (AD 460), then to Populonia, and
finally to Pisa. From Late Antiquity to the early medieval period, many other Saints began to be venerated in
the Tuscan district, coming from Africa (Felice bishop of Thibiuca near Carthage) or Eastern regions (Saint Nicola
from Mira, Eufrasia from Nicomedia, Margherita from Antiochia), giving evidence of close religious and cultural
relationships throughout the Mediterranean Sea [6].

After the complete Lombard conquest of Liguria by King Rotari (AD 643), the Tyrrhenian sea-routes and the
Tuscan harbours lost their strategic role and consequently their commercial importance. The Eastern-Western
economic relationships, however, did not fail. Byzantine coins and prestigious goods (such as gold brocades)
continued to reach Luna and Pisa during the period of the Lombard Kingdom [41; 42].

Literary sources confirm the presence of Eastern merchants in Lombard Tuscany: a letter by Pope Adrianus | to
King Charles the Great, dated to AD 776, documents that in litoraria Langobardorum sempernavigaverunt necdicendi
Greci. Moreover, from the same letter we can deduce that the Eastern merchants dealt with the slave trade along
the Tyrrhenian coast: et (Greci) exinde emebant ipsa familia et amicitia cum ipsis Langobardis fecerunt etper eosdem
Langobardos ipsa suscipiebant mancipia [5]. The presence of Byzantine ships from Lombard Tuscany is confirmed
by escape of Adelchi, last king of the Lombards. In AD 774, in order to run away from Italy to Constantinople, he
sailed a Greek ship from Portus Pisanus [30, p. 201]. Evidently, in the 8thcentury AD the maritime connections
between Tuscany, the Eastern regions, and Constantinople continued to be alive and well.
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BIBAHTINCHKA TOPFIB/IA | NLUMIAXM B3AOBX NMIBHIYHO-TIPEHCHKOTO Y3BEPEXKA (V-VIII cT.H.€.)

Y Ljii po60Ti po3rNsHyTI BizaHTIlCLKI TOPriBE/IbHI MapLUPYTK, L0 NPOXOANUM B3A0BX y36epexoka TockaHu 3V no VI cT. H.e.

OcHOBHMMM LieHTpaMu B Ljii o6nacTi € Luna (flyHa), Portus Pisanus (MisaHcbka raBaHb) Ta Vada Volaterrana (raBaHb BonbTeppa), Wwo
BiflirpaBany BaXKIMBY pPosib B eKOHOMIYHOMY i NONITUYHOMY XMUTTI 3 YaciB ABrycta i o /laHro6apcbKoro 3aBotBaHHs 643 p. H.e. Mpo yyacTb
LIbOro PErioHy y Bi3aHTIlCbKii MOPCHKIl TOPriB/i CBigYaTb 3HaXiAKN B3O0BX y36EpeXOKs, B Pi3HMX MyHKTaX, 3HA4HOI KiNbKOCTI KepamiyHOro
Ta HyMi3mMaTU4yHOro mMatepiany, cepeg aKoro npegmeTn poskouli 3i CxigHoro Cepe3eMHOMOP'S Ta MicLeBi BUPO6M, WO iMiTYIOTb iMNopT. Taki
KOMM/IEKCY € TUMOBUMMU, IK A1t NpUbepexxHUX nam'atok ®padii, lcnaHii Ni3HLOPYMCLKOro Yacy, Tak i ans kopabenbHuX aBapiii Toro x nepiogy,
[ocnifmxeHnx Ha Lyx TepuTopisx. L apTethakTu cBigyaTh NPO 3HAUMMICTb AaHWX LIEHTPIB HA OCHOBHMX MOPCHKWMX LUAsXax Big KOHCTaHTMHONONSA
0o KapdareHa. TockaHCbKi rasaHi, Lo NpoAoBXyBanu Hanexaru o ImperialProvincia Maritima, cnyrysanu BaXIMBUMU NMyHKTaMU CNOXMBAHHA
i po3noginy B TOpriBenbHili cucTemi BisaHTilicbKoi iMnepii', npu3HaveHii Ans noctayaHHs Pyumy, Mancbkoro ABopy Ta apMii B340BX KOPZOHIB
IMnepii.

HeraTvBHWIA BNUB Ha TOPriB/KO B PerioHi cnpasuan [oTebKi BiliHM 535-553 pp. H.e., BHACNIA0K AKX BHYTPILWIHA TockaHa i30M0€eTbes Bif,
KOHTaKTiB i3 Cepei3eMHOMOP'sIM, [ raBaHi BCE LLe 3a/MLLIaKTLCA YaCTUHOK TOPriBebHUX LWAsXIB. B Ll yac BizaHTilicbka iMnepisi KOHTPOE
TOCKaHCbKe y36epexoKs 3a [JoNoMOrow CUCTEMM YKPINIeHMX 3aMKiB. 3aiimatoun cTpaTeriyHo BUTAHO pO3TalloBaHi MyHKTW, Bi3aHTIiALi Moriu
KOHTPO/IIOBATM CMOJMTYYEHHSI MiXX Y36EpeXOKsaM | BHYTPILIHIMK paiioHamMu, Lo i cnyryBasio OCHOBOK KOMEpPLMHOI AisbHOCTI TocKaHu.
36epiratoun KHOUOBI TOCKAHCHKI I NirypilicbKi raBaHi y cMCTeMi aHHOHM - BiliCbKOBO-TOPTiBE/IbHIN cucTeMi iMnepil, BizaHTia npoaoBxyBana
34ilicHIOBaTL | NOMITUYHMIA KOHTPOb Hag, ITanieto.

CamocTiliHa KoMepLjiiiHa AisNbHICTb | BidaHTilicbka BilicbkoBa TOPriBns 3abesnedyBany nofanbwuii po3BUTOK MiBHIYHO-TIPPEHCHKMX
MopcbKux mapLupyTis go VIl cT. Micns 3aBotoBaHHs Jlirypii koponem PoTapi B 643 p. TOCKaHChKi raBaHi BXe He 6y/n Nif, KOHTPO/IEM Bi3aHTIACbKOI
BiliCbKOBOT CCTEMU, aJie ILLIANNCS IHKOPMOPOBaHUMU B TOPriBebHi 3B'A3KKM 3i CX040M.

KntouoBi cnoBa: TockaHa, BidaHTilicbka TOPriB/s, aHHOHA, JlaHrobapau.

BU3AHTUICKAS TOPFOB/IA U EE NYTU BAO/b CEBEPHO-TMPPEHCKOTO NMOBEPEXbA (V-VIII BB. H.3.)

B cTaTbe paccMOTpPEHbI BU3aHTUIACKME TOProBble MapLUpyThl, NpoerasLUme BAOMb Nobepexbs TockaHsl ¢V no VIl BB. H3.

OCHOBHbIe LieHTpbI, Takne Kak Luna (JlyHa), Portus Pisanus (Mn3aHckas rasaHb) 1 Vada Volaterrana (raBaHb BonbTeppa), urpanm BaxHYH
pO/b B 3KOHOMMWYECKOM M NONUTUYECKON XWU3HW 06M1acTh co BpeMEH ABrycTa u fjo JlaHro6apckoro 3aBoeBaHuns B 643 r. H.3. O TOM, UTO 3TOT
PermoH 6Gbln BKNKOYEH B CUCTEMY BW3aHTWUIACKOI 3KOHOMMKM, CBA3aHHON C MOPEM, CBUAETENbCTBYET 3HAUMTENIbHOE KOMMYECTBO BOCTOYHO-
Cpesn3eMHOMOPCKO MatprKaHCKo nocyabl, amthop v MOHET, HaliAeHHbIX Ha Pa3nyHbIX NPUBPEXHbIX apXeonornyeckunx namaTHmuKax. Cpeau
HaxofloK - MPeAMeTbl POCKOLUM, UMMOPT U MECTHbIE U3AENNs, UMUTUPYIOLLME MMMOPT. MoA06HbIE KOMIM/IEKCH! BCTPEYAOTCA B MPUOPEXHBIX
ropogax ®paHuuu u VicnaHum, a Takke Ha MCCNeA0BaHHbIX B 3TUX palioHax KopabiekpyLleHnax No3AHEPUMCKOro BpeMeHW. 3T apTedaKTbl
YKa3blBatOT Ha 3HAYMMOCTb [aHHbIX LLEEHTPOB Ha OCHOBHbIX CPEAN3EMHOMOPCKMX MapLLpyTax oT KapgareHa fo KOHCTaHTUHOMNONSA. TOCKaHCKue
raBaHu, NpofomKasLUMe NpuHagnexars Imperial Provincia Maritima, cny>unm BadkHbIMW MyHKTaMu1 NoTpebneHns n pacnpeeneHns BTOprosoil
cucteme BusaHTwiickoii umnepum, kotopas 6bina NnpefHasHaveHa Ans cHabxeHus Puma, Manckoro Asopa v apMun BAOAb rpaHuL, Vimnepum.

HeraTnBHOe BAMsIHWE Ha TOPTOB/IKO B PETMOHE OKasanu oTckue BoliHbl VI Beka H.3. (535-553 IT.), BCneAcTBMe KOTOPbIX PEMYOH AenuTcs
Ha BHYTpPeHHI0 TockaHy, 0Tpe3aHHyH0 0T KOHTaKToB co Cpeay3eMHOMOPbEM, U NPUMOPCKYH0 TOCKaHy, raBaH1 KOTOPOIi BCE eLUé ocTaBanCh
YaCTbl0 TOProBbIX MapLUPyTOB. B 3TOT nepuog, Bu3aHTWiiCKas MMNEpUs KOHTPO/AMpoBana TockaHckoe nobepexxbe npu NMOMOLM CUCTEMb
YKpenneHHbIX 3aMKOB. 3aH/NMas CTpaTernyecky BbIrO4HO PacnonoXeHHble NYHKTbI, BU3aHTUIALLbI MOT/IM KOHTPONMPOBAaTbL CO0BLLEHNE MeXay
no6epexbeM 1 BHYTPEHHUMM paiioHamK, YTO 1 CNYXWUI0 OCHOBO KOMMepYecKoii aesTenbHocTM TockaHbl. COXpaHss KtoueBble TOCKaHCK1e
N NUTYPUIACKMNE FaBaHN B CUCTEME aHHOHbI - BOEHHO-TOProBOW cucTeMbl MiMnepum, BrsaHTns npofomkana ocyLecTBAATb U NOUTUYECKNIA
KOHTPONb Hag, Utanveii.

CamocToATeNbHasA KOMMepYeckas [eATeNbHOCTb W BK3aHTUIiCKasd BOEHHas TOProBAs WCMOMb30Banu 4acTb CeBepo-TMPPEHCKUX
MOPCKUX MyTeld BMAOTb A0 cepedmHbl VI Beka. Mocne 3aBoeBaHus Jiurypum koponem Potapu B 643 rogy, TOCKaHCKME raBaHu 6osblue He
KOHTPONMpPOBanucb BU3aHTWIACKOW BOEHHOI CUCTEMO, HO MO-NPEXHEMY OCTaBaNMCh BOBMEYEHHbLIMI B TOPrOBbIE KOHTaKTbl C BOCTOKOM.

KntoueBble cnoBa: TockaHa, BU3aHTMiicKas TOprosns, aHHOHa, I'IaHro6ap,qb|.
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Fig. 1. The studied area.



Fig. 2. Vada Volaterrana: Late Roman African Amphorae.



Fig. 3. Vada Volaterrana: Late Roman Coarse and Cooking Wares.
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Fig. 4. Portus Pisanus: 1-7- Late Roman Amphorae; 8-10- African Red Slip Wares; 11-19- Coarse and Cooking Wares.



