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The current Collection of scienti ¢ papers is dedicated to the anniversary of the distinguished Ukrainian archaeologist,
scholar and expert in Byzantine history Olena Olexandrivna Parshyna. The book consists of the papers presented at
the 13" European Archaeological Association congress, in the session Ten centuries of Byzantine trade , which was
organized in the frames of the congress, and research articles covered a number of principal issues on the history and
archaeology of the Byzantine Empire from the 5% to the 15" century AD.

1000 > (V Xv ). VITA ANTIQUA.
' ,2012. 216 .99 .9

b , 2012

b , 2012

b , 2012

. , , > 2012

ISBN 978-966-876-629-9

1000 > (V XV ). VITA ANTIQUA.
> > .
> T (John A. Albertson). > HE
26.04.2011. 60 84/8. Myriad Pro.
300 . . .2542. - . .26,05.

« - » . , . ,40 , . 36. . 1114,



TARAS SHEVCHENKO NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF KYIV
FACULTY OF HISTORY
CENTRE FOR UNDERWATER ARCHAEOLOGY
FEDERATION OF UNDERWATER SPORT AND UNDERWATER ACTIVITIES
ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY SOCIETY

BIBLIOTHECA VITA ANTIQUA

TEN CENTURIES
OF BYZANTINE
RADE

the 5t 15t centuries)

COLLECTION OF SCIENTIFIC PAPERS

KYIV 2012



FOREWORD

In Byzantine times exchange relationships, interregional commerce and travel between the
countries of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea were at their height. The large Mediterranean
market was established during this period, stretching westward from the Black Sea to Catalonia
and eastwards to Egypt. This market was allied to those of Central and Northern Europe, and
there was excellent exchange between them. Although ships were the main means of transport
regarding travel and trade, overland transport was signi cant as well.

Medieval travellers merchants, craftsmen, clerics and royal emissaries, soldiers and many
others  brought religions, fashion, the traditions of craftsmen, pieces of art and written
documents (books, juridical documents, correspondence) from one country to another.

A typical variety of medieval traveller was the merchant. Armed against the dangers of the
wilderness he delivered goods, both the luxury items of the wealthy and common wares for the
lower classes, by land and sea. Due to the e orts of medieval traders and travellers civilizations
and communities were bridged, creating a certain integration and unity among European
medieval cultures. In this way the mutual exchange of information, a conditio sine qua non of
societal development, was propagated.

At the same time, on the edge of the Byzantine ecumene, the original variegated forms of
statesand societiesemerged. European culture became more complicated and heterogeneous
due to di usion and interaction.

In modern times archaeology, numismatics, history and the history of art are turned to in
order to explore the life of the medieval pioneer-merchantman. These disciplines help us to
classify and study the signs left by medieval people as well as their goods, materials and their
places of production and transaction.

Thus the study and classi cation of goods and the composition of cargoes, as well as that of
excavated archaeological materials from places of trade, store houses and workshops provide
us with signi cant information on the social and economical structure of medieval Society,
particularly that of the Byzantine Empire and its provinces.

This area of research has great potential if disciplines concerned with materiality and the
theory of trade focus on but are not limited by historical and archaeological perspectives.
The perspectives of designers, artists, economists and many other disciplines may be
usefully involved in the research of Byzantine trade and medieval commerce in general. This
multidisciplinary approach is demonstrated in the following book Ten centuries of Byzantine
trade (the 5" 15" centuries) .

The book comprises articles that cover various aspects of maritime and overland trade and
travel throughout the Byzantine Empire and amongst its a liates. It also considers contacts
with strangers and locals, goods and spirits and the religious aspects of travel and trade in
their archaeological and historical perspectives.

The book is divided into several logical parts: studies of Late Roman and Byzantine amphorae
and their contents; studies of glazed pottery and glass acquired from various archaeological
sites; archaeological excavations of Byzantine towns and settlements, and theoretical issues
concerning divers aspects of Byzantine economy and legislation. The nal article provides a
brief overview of the Byzantine shipwrecks discovered by underwater archaeologists in the
Ukrainian waters of the Black Sea.
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